
Happy Hispanic 
Heritage Month! 
Hispanic Heritage 
Month started on 
September 15th and 
lasts until October 
15th. This is a 
fantastic way to 
celebrate all of the 
diversity here at 
West Cabarrus High 
School.  

Our Spanish II 
classes have 
completed a 
research project for 
Hispanic Heritage 
Month and are 
participating in 
“Flash Cultura 
Fridays,” where we 
spend time in class 
learning about 
different holidays, 
festivities, legends, 
or customs from the 
Hispanic world. Ask 
your child about Las 
Pasculas or La 
Tomatina sometime! 

SPANISH II 
Spanish II students are getting ready to 

start a unit project. There will be no test for 
this unit. As of now, they have reviewed 

content from Spanish I and have learned 
some Spanish II foundational basics, such 
as how to state what they are going to do 

or where they are going to go. Up next, we 
will be discussing the home and learning 

how to make comparisons. We look 
forward to expanding our horizons and 

gaining some more proficiency! It’s 
perfectly okay for student to produce small 

sentences at this point. Baby steps! 

SPANISH FOR  
HEALTH OCCUPATIONS 

Spanish for Health Occupations students 
are wrapping up this unit with a play—they 

are writing and performing emergency 
room scripts as their assessment for this 
unit! There will be no written test for this 

unit. Up until now, we’ve discussed urgent 
care, primary care doctors, health insurance, 

professionalism as an interpreter, and 
different lab procedures. Up next, we will 

discuss organ systems. We look forward to 
having a certified medical interpreter visit 

us soon.
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Curriculum Night 
West Cabarrus High School

What’s happening in Spanish class 
right now? 
Here is a general overview of the material being covered in my 
classes as of this week: 
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Frequently asked 
questions: 
I’ve provided a list of a few general 
question and answers that might prove 
useful to everyone. If your question isn’t 
here, feel free to reach out! 

1. Can my child turn in late work? They absolutely 
can! The syllabus states that students are welcome to 
submit late work with a 5-point deduction per late 
day. This deduction will max out at 50 points. The 
last day to turn in late work for this unit is Friday, 
October 8th. Students have had class time to work 
on late assignments.  

2. Can my child resubmit a low-scored assignment? 
Of course! They are encouraged to discuss their 
score with me and explore why they received the 
score they did. Afterwards, they are welcome to 
resubmit for a higher grade. 

3. How can I get involved? You’re welcome to join our 
course on Canvas. Canvas is updated daily with 
assignments, notes, and the general course 
progression. PowerSchool is updated on a weekly 
basis. I try to leave comment on PowerSchool as 
often as necessary.  

4. How can I reach you to discuss something more 
specific? I can be reached through e-mail at 
nashaly.ruiz-gonzale@cabarrus.k12.nc.us. I can also 
be reached at our school’s number—704-260-5970 
EXT. 55718. My planning period lasts from 9:00AM 
to 10:15AM, at which point I am free to take a call. I 
also have a Remind available for each class: Spanish 
II first period is @nrgspan2-1, Spanish for Health 
Occupations is @nrgspanh, and Spanish II fourth 
period is @nrgspan2-4. We can also schedule a 
Teams meeting if necessary. 

5. Are there any resources outside of the classroom 
available for my child? Yes, there are! Finding 
online resources can be scary because it’s hard to 
ensure they’re appropriate. Students can use apps 
like DuoLingo to practice Spanish at their own pace. 
There are also YouTube channels like Teacher 

Catalina or Maestro Kaplan that are dedicated 
to Spanish instruction and are school 
appropriate. Avoid Google Translate and use 
tools like Linguee instead—Linguee doesn’t 
translate full sentences, and instead provides 
context for students.    

6. What if my child wants extra practice? That 
can be arranged! Plenty of students ask for extra 
work to practice their skills, especially when 
they feel that they are slightly more advanced. I 
have plenty of resources in my classroom to use, 
such as short stories and activities. They just 
need to ask and they will receive!  

7. Do you offer extra credit? There have been a 
few extra credit opportunities. Students have 
been able to obtain additional points on 
assessments by answering extra questions. 
Spanish II students have the option of 
completing an extra credit poetry assignment as 
long as they don’t have overdue/missing work. 
Spanish for Health Occupations students will 

A warning about online translators: At this level 
(Spanish II), it is very noticeable when students use 
a translator and turn in work outside of their 
classroom capabilities, especially since I am very 
familiar with what each student can produce on 
their own. Students will be given the opportunity to 
re-submit their work if they turn in anything that I 
can detect as produced by a translator. With very 
few exceptions, Spanish II students should not be 
able to use the conditional, future, or past tense.  

Although detecting the use of a translator is more 
difficult in higher levels, I would like to remind 
Spanish for Health Occupations students that I am 
familiar with their work and know what they should 
be able to produce. When completing assignments, 
student are encouraged to reach out to me for help 
with grammar, vocabulary, and content. 
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